
THE

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES.

ACTS OF THE FIKST CONGRESS

U N I T E D STATES,
Passed at thejirst session, which was begun and held at the City of New

York on Wednesday, March 4, 1789, and continued to September ^9,
1789.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, President, JOHN ADAMS, Vice President of the
United States, and President of the Senate, FREDERICK AUGUSTUS
MUHLENBERG, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

STATUTE I.

CHAPTER I.—An fid to regulate the Time and Manner of administering certain
Oaths.

SEC. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and [House of] Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the oath or
affirmation required by the sixth article of the Constitution of the United
States, shall be administered in the form following, to wit: " I, A. B.
do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case may be) that I will support the
Constitution of the United States." The said oath or affirmation shall
be administered within three days after the passing of this act, by any one
member of the Senate, to the President of the Senate, and by him to
all the members and to the secretary ; and by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, to all the members who have not taken a similar
oath, by virtue of a particular resolution of the said House, and to the
clerk : and in case of the absence of any member from the service of
either House, at the time prescribed for taking the said oath or affirma-
tion, the same shall be administered to such member, when he shall
appear to take his seat.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That at the first session of Con-
gress after every general election of Representatives, the oath or affir-
mation aforesaid, shall be administered by any one member of the House
of Representatives to the Speaker; and by him to all the members pre-
sent, and to the clerk, previous to entering on any other business; and
to the members who shall afterwards appear, previous to taking their
seats. The President of the Senate for the time being, shall also ad-
minister the said oath or affirmation to each Senator who shall hereafter
be elected, previous to his taking his seat: and in any future case of a
President of the Senate, who shall not have taken the said oath or affir-
mation, the same shall be administered to him by any one of the mem-
bers of the Senate.

SEC. 3. And be it further cnarted, That the members of the several
State legislatures, at the next sessions of the said legislatures, respec-
tively, and all executive and judicial officers of the several States, who
have been heretofore chosen or appointed, or who shall be chosen or
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